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TEY WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

1y dear Mr. Secretary:

A8 you are well aware there is a shortage in this country of profesw
gicnal persons profiecient in tha languages of other comtries and with
gpeclial knowledpge of thez.r social and sconomic conditions, This shortaga
has been of increasing concern %o thoso egoncies of government which
dapsnd on & continuing adequate supply of such speialisis to caxry outb
effectively their immediste and long=tern assignments,

Our ability to carry forward our international securlty programs wiil
dapend in large measure upon the avallability of trained speciaglists for
work in eritical areas of the world, Such specialists sre no less #:Lﬁal
%o the national interest than physieal scientists,

Primary responsibility for the maintenance of en adequate supply of
tredned porsons, however, must continue to rest upon the various estabe
Jished educational institutions and foundations, Many of cur private
foundatlons, learned societies, and educational institutions have basen
concerned with this problem for some time. It is dus largely to thaipr
forasight that & mmber of institutions now offer specialized training in
the lznguages and problens of foreipn areas,

Fxperisnce has demonstrated, however, that tls effective conduzt of
intornationn] ssewrity programs requires goms provision within the
Covarnment for training-ares;, and language spacialists, Authority mressnily
vouted in the Depertment of Defense » the Central Intelligzence Agencey, and
the Depertment of State has mroved of eonsiderable valua in naintaining a
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supply of such persomnel. In additién, the educational prograuws condusted
undor the Fulbright Act and the Suith-Mundt Act have contributed
significantly. |

In view of the extensive concern of the Department of State, I requast
that you take the leadership in establishing a committes to cocrdinats
agency efforts in this flelds Irnitially, t.he committee should assess the
short-torm requirements of all Federal agenciee for languags and ares
spocialists, develop plans for meeting these neec}s vithout impairing
coilegs and university steffs that will be essential if we are to mest the
l@xagsrmgé needs for these specialists, and work out agreements among the
agoncies to conform to such plans. To the extent that these requircments
cannot be met fronm the exdsting aupply of specialists, you may wish to
develop propesals for tha betier utilization of present government personuul
who alresdy have soms of the required expsrience and education and who
might be used to greater adventage after a brief period of specialized
tradninge

' n addition, you should (1) sstimete the leng-run requivements of
F@dﬂx‘al‘agem}iés in rolation to agprogete nseds for such m.?sonnel,
{2} examine the extent to which the numbers of people irained and the
mieas of the world covered in existing training centers are adequats to
meot these roquirements, (3) consider the exient to which the Fedaral
Covernment should foster any necesasry expanalon of such training, and
(1) examine existing authorities aveilable for this purpose and develsp

ary sdditionsl proposals required to neet the nesds.
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1 would appreciate your submittirg your report on this matter throush
the Diractor of the Bureau of the Budget so that the recormendations nay
be reviewed in the light of relatad proposals and programs. It will, of
course, be necessary that any plans in this field be coordinated with the
genaral manpower policies of th: Government,

Copigs of this letter are being sent to the Secretary of Defensa,
the Director of Dofense Mobilization, the Chairmen of the National
S@miﬁy Resources Board, the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
the Economic Cooperation Admindstrator, the Federal Security Administrator,
the Chairman of the Civil Sarvice Commlssion, ami the Litrarien of
Congress, |

Sincarely yours,

The Homorable

The Secretary of State
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